Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 11147 231053Z 

20 

ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 OMB-01 

IO-13 EB-07 LAB-04 SIL-01 /082 W 

120176 

R 230936Z IUL 76 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1069 
INFO CINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
COMUSJAPAN YOKOTA AB IAPAN 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TOKYO 1 1 147 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 
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TAGS: ELAB, IA 

SUBJECT: SOHYO ELECTS NEW OFFICERS 

REF: TOKYO 10912 

1 . SOHYO CONCLUDED ITS REGULAR ANNUAL CONVENTION JULY 23 
WITH ELECTION OF TEACHERS UNION PRESIDENT (NIKKYOSO) - 
MOTOFUMI MAKIEDA - AS ITS CHAIRMAN AND NATIONAL RAILROAD 
UNION (KOKURO) SECGEN - MITSUO TOMIZUKA - AS ITS SECGEN. 

NEWLY ELECTED VICE PRESIDENTS ARE METALWORKERS (ZENKOKU 
KINSOKU) PRESIDENT GOSAKU SATAKE, JAPANESE EXPRESS WORKERS 
UNION (ZENNITTSU) PRESIDENT YUTAKA NAKAGAWA, POSTAL WORKERS 
UNION (ZENTEI) PRESIDENT HEIJI ISHII, PREFECTURAL AND 
MUNICIPAL WORKERS UNION (JICHIRO) PRESIDENT YASUO 
MARUYAMA AND FORMER HEAD OF SOHYO PLANNING BUREAU RYOICHI 
YASUTSUNE. NEW ACTION PROGRAM REAFFIRMS SOHYO'S EXCLUSIVE 
SUPPORT OF SOCIALIST PARTY (JSP), LABELS THIS YEAR'S 
WAGE SETTLEMENTS DEFEAT FOR WORKERS AND ENDORSES 
CREATION OF BROADLY BASED POPULAR MOVEMENT TO PUSH FOR 
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SYSTEM AND TAX CUTS. OTHERWISE, ACTION PROGRAM 
CONTAINS LITTLE THAT IS NEW AND REPEATS "CLASS STRUGGLE" 

THEMES OF PREVIOUS YEARS. CONVENTION SPEAKERS GENERALLY 
TOOK DIM VIEW OF EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE REUNIFICATION OF 
LABOR MOVEMENT OUTSIDE SOHYO'S FRAMEWORK, STEERED CLEAR 
OF TAKING SIDES IN SINO-SOVIET CONTROVERSY AND GAVE 
RITUAL ENDORSEMENT TO NORTH KOREAN DEMANDS 
FOR WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. TROOPS FROM ROK. OTHERWISE, 

LITTLE DISCUSSION OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

DELEGATES FROM MODERATE STEELWORKERS UNION (TEKKO ROREN) 

AND PRIVATE RAILROAD WORKERS UNION (SHITETSU SOREN) 

CONSPICUOUSLY REFRAINED FROM PARTICIPATING IN DEBATE. 

2. IN ELECTING MAKIEDA, SOHYO FOR FIRST TIME SINCE ITS 
FOUNDING HAS CHOSEN AS CHAIRMAN UNION LEADER HAILING FROM 
PUBLIC SECTOR, THEREBY DRAMATIZING ITS STEADY LOSS 

OF MEMBERSHIP AND INFLUENCE IN PRIVATE SECTOR INDUSTRIES 
OVER LAST DECADE. EVEN AFTER CONVENTION OPENED, SOHYO MAINSTREAM, 
WAS UNABLE TO CONVINCE ZENNITTSU PRESIDENT NAKAGAWA TO ACCEPT 
POST, AND THEREFORE WAS FACED WITH TWO ALTERNATIVES: ALLOWING 
CHAIRMANSHIP TO GO BY DEFAULT TO ONLY ACTIVE CANDIDATE, FAR LEFT 
COMMUNIST PARTY SYMPATHIZER SATAKE (REFTEL) OR TO TURN TO MAIN- 
STREAM CANDIDATE FROM PUBLIC SECTOR. SOHYO LEADERSHIP ADOPTED 
LATTER ALTERNATIVE AT INSISTANCE OF ELDER STATESMAN 
HARAGUCHI, WHO HAS ATTEMPTED OVER THE YEARS TO 
PREVENT SOHYO S DRIFTING EVEN FARTHER TO THE LEFT. 

3. ONLY OTHER NOTABLE CONVENTION DEVELOPMENT WAS 
SUCCESSFUL EFFORT BY HARAGUCHI AND OTHER MODERATE LEADERS 
TO BLOCK FORMER SOHYO CHAIRMAN KAORU OTA'S EFFORTS TO 
WIN VICE PRESIDENCY AND THEREBY GAIN RE-ENTRY TO 
EXECUTIVE BOARD. SINCE STEPPING DOWN AS SOHYO CHAIRMAN 

IN MID-60'S, OTA NOT ONLY HAS ALIGNED HIMSELF INCREASINGLY 
MORE OPENLY WITH COMMUNIST ELEMENTS IN SOHYO BUT ALSO 
HAS ACHIEVED STATUS OF LABOR CELEBRITY THROUGH 
CONSTANT "BAD MOUTHING" OF HIS SOHYO COLLEAGUES IN THE MEDIA. 
SHOESMITH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LABOR RELATIONS, ELECTION RESULTS, OPPOSITION PARTIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 23 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: BoyleJA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1 976T0KY01 1 1 47 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760284-0070 
From: TOKYO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760725/aaaaavya.tel 

Line Count: 98 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 76 TOKYO 10912 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: BoyleJA 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <28 MAY 2004 by ElyME>; APPROVED <22 SEP 2004 by BoyleJA> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOHYO ELECTS NEW OFFICERS 
TAGS: ELAB, JA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



